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About the Publisher 

 

Established in 1995, Raston's is a pioneering Canadian publisher 

with a dedicated focus on empowering individuals to acquire 

and refine their French language proficiency. Our mission goes 

beyond merely providing books; we are committed to fostering 

an engaging and effective journey in the pursuit of French 

language mastery. 

Proudly, we help over 1500 students every year, guiding them to 

excel in French language exams such as TEF, TCF, and DELF. 

Demonstrating our unwavering commitment to language 

education, Raston's places paramount importance on staying at 

the forefront of educational advancements. 

Our extensive library is filled with contemporary practice 

materials meticulously crafted to ensure your linguistic acuity, 

equipping you to confront and conquer diverse language 

challenges. Whether you're a language enthusiast or an 

individual preparing for a French proficiency examination, 

Raston's stands as your preeminent ally. Join the ranks of 

accomplished learners who have placed their trust in us to 

navigate the exhilarating journey of mastering the French 

language. 
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Overview of TEF Canada Exam 

The Test d'Évaluation de Français pour le Canada or TEF Canada is a 
language proficiency exam designed to assess your French language skills 
in the context of Canadian immigration and citizenship. Whether you're 
pursuing permanent residency, Canadian citizenship, or simply want to 
showcase your linguistic abilities, the TEF Canada is a pivotal step in your 
language journey. 

Purpose and Significance: 

Why is the TEF Canada exam so crucial? Understanding its purpose and 
significance is the first step in approaching it with confidence. 

● Canadian Immigration and Citizenship: The TEF Canada is
recognized by Immigration, Refugees, and Citizenship Canada (IRCC)
as proof of language proficiency. It plays a vital role in your 
immigration or citizenship application, influencing key decisions in 
the process. 

● Language Skill Evaluation: The exam goes beyond mere language
recognition; it assesses your ability to comprehend spoken and
written French, communicate effectively, and express yourself in 
writing. This holistic evaluation provides a comprehensive picture of 
your language capabilities. 

● Employment Opportunities: Many employers in Canada value French
language skills. A strong performance in the TEF Canada can enhance
your employment prospects, especially in bilingual workplaces. 
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Test Format and Structure 

 
Now that we have a solid grasp of why the TEF Canada exam is crucial, let's 
dive deep into the intricate details of each section. In this chapter, we'll 
explore the nuances of the TEF Canada test format and structure, preparing 
you for the unique challenges posed by each component. 

You must take the following tests for a Canadian immigration 
application: 

● Oral comprehension: 40 min – 40 questions 
● Written comprehension: 60 min – 40 questions 
● Oral expression: 15 min – 2 topics to cover 
● Written expression: 60 min – 2 topics to cover 

You must take the following examinations for a Canadian citizenship 
application: 

● Oral comprehension: 40 min – 40 questions 
● Oral expression: 15 min – 2 topics to cover 

Each section is carefully crafted to evaluate different language skills, 
ensuring a comprehensive assessment of your French proficiency. 

Section 1: Written Comprehension (60 minutes - 40 questions) 

The reading comprehension section challenges your ability to extract 
meaning from written texts. This segment is designed to evaluate your 
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grasp of French vocabulary, syntax, and your capacity to infer information 
from diverse written sources. 

Textual Variety: 

● Articles: Encounter articles on a range of topics, testing your 
understanding of factual information and opinions. 

● Advertisements: Interpret the intended message and purpose of 
advertisements, often laden with implicit information. 

● Literary Excerpts: Engage with excerpts from French literature, 
exploring comprehension at a more nuanced level. 

Strategies for Success: 

● Skimming and Scanning: Develop efficient skimming and scanning 
techniques to quickly identify key information. 

● Vocabulary Building: Regularly expose yourself to French texts, 
expanding your vocabulary in context. 

● Inference Skills: Practice drawing inferences from the text, 
understanding not just what is explicitly stated but also what is 
implied. 

Section 2: Oral Comprehension (40 minutes - 40 questions) 

The listening comprehension section is a gateway into the auditory world 
of the French language. This segment assesses your ability to understand 
spoken French across various contexts. The key to success lies not only in 
linguistic comprehension but also in your capacity to decipher nuances in 
tone, register, and context. 

Audio Scenarios: 

● Everyday Conversations: Expect to encounter dialogues that mirror 
everyday interactions, such as greetings, inquiries, and discussions 
about daily activities. 

● News Reports: Tune in to news segments that challenge your ability 
to grasp information swiftly and accurately. 

● Academic Lectures: Prepare for more complex scenarios, including 
academic lectures and discussions, testing your comprehension at a 
higher linguistic level. 

Strategies for Success: 

● Active Listening Techniques: Sharpen your active listening skills by 
focusing on key words, phrases, and contextual cues. 
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● Note-Taking: Develop a shorthand system to jot down essential 
information during the listening exercises. This aids in retaining 
details for later questions. 

● Practice with Diverse Audio Sources: Diversify your listening 
practice by exposing yourself to various French accents and speaking 
styles. 

Practice Exercises: Engage in regular practice sessions with authentic 
audio resources. This could include podcasts, French radio programs, and 
online exercises 

Section 3: Written expression (60 minutes - 2 topics) 

The writing section is a showcase of your ability to articulate thoughts, 
ideas, and opinions in written French. This segment evaluates your 
grammar, vocabulary, and overall writing proficiency. 

Essay and Letter Formats: 

● Essays: Craft coherent essays on various topics, showcasing your 
ability to present arguments and support them with relevant details. 

● Formal Letters: Demonstrate proficiency in formal writing by 
composing letters with appropriate language and structure. 

Strategies for Success: 

● Planning and Organizing: Allocate time for planning your written 
responses. A well-organized structure enhances clarity and 
coherence. 

● Grammar and Vocabulary: Pay meticulous attention to grammar 
rules and vocabulary usage. Precision in language is key. 

● Time Management: Practice writing within the allocated time frame 
to simulate exam conditions. 

Section 4: Oral Expression (15 minutes - 2 topics) 

The speaking section is a dynamic evaluation of your ability to express 
yourself in spoken French. This interactive segment aims to assess your 
fluency, pronunciation, and the coherence of your responses. 

Structured Conversations: 

● Personal Topics: Be prepared to discuss personal experiences, 
opinions, and preferences. 
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● Role-Playing: Embrace scenarios where you'll need to navigate 
conversations, negotiations, or problem-solving situations. 

Strategies for Success: 

● Pronunciation Practice: Hone your pronunciation by regularly 
listening to native French speakers and mimicking their intonation 
and cadence. 

● Vocabulary Expansion: Enhance your speaking repertoire by 
incorporating a variety of vocabulary into your responses. 

● Structuring Responses: Practice organizing your thoughts coherently, 
ensuring a logical flow in your spoken expression. 

In this chapter, we've navigated through the intricacies of each section, 
providing you with insights, strategies, and practice exercises. As you 
embark on your TEF Canada preparation journey, remember that 
consistent practice, diverse exposure to the language, and a strategic 
approach are your allies. The upcoming chapters will delve even deeper 
into each section, offering targeted guidance to propel you toward success. 
So, let's continue this linguistic adventure with confidence and 
determination! VesalBookshop.com



10 

TEF Scoring System 

 
Understanding how the TEF Canada exam is scored is crucial for navigating 
your preparation and interpreting your results effectively. In this chapter, 
we'll unravel the intricacies of the scoring system, providing you with 
insights into the evaluation process and guidance on interpreting your 
performance. 

 

How the Exam is Scored? 

The TEF Canada exam employs a well-defined scoring system to assess 
your French language proficiency across the four sections. Let's break 
down the scoring process for each segment: 

Reading Comprehension: 
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● The reading section is scored on a scale of 0 to 300 points. 
● Similar to the listening section, each question carries a specific weight, 

and your performance on more complex tasks contributes more to 
your overall score. 

Writing: 

● The writing section is typically scored on a scale of 0 to 450 points. 
● Assessors evaluate your essays and letters based on criteria such as 

coherence, vocabulary usage, grammar, and overall writing 
proficiency. 

Listening Comprehension: 

● The listening section is typically scored on a scale of 0 to 360 points. 
● Each question carries a specific weight, with more challenging 

questions contributing more to your overall score. 

Speaking: 

● The speaking section is evaluated based on a scale of 0 to 450 points. 
● Trained assessors evaluate your performance, considering factors such 

as pronunciation, fluency, vocabulary usage, and grammatical 
accuracy. 

The overall TEF Canada score is a combination of your performance in all 
four sections, providing a comprehensive assessment of your French 
language proficiency. 

Interpretation of Results: Once you receive your TEF Canada results, it's 
essential to interpret them accurately to understand your strengths and 
areas for improvement. The results are typically presented in a detailed 
report, offering insights into each section's performance. 

Here's a guide on interpreting your TEF Canada results: 

Overall Proficiency Level: Your overall proficiency level is categorized 
into one of six levels: A1, A2, B1, B2, C1, or C2. Each level corresponds to a 
specific range of total points. 

In order to get a B2 level you will need these scores:  

● Expression Orale: 348 
● Expression Ecrite: 348 
● Compréhension Orale: 279 
● Compréhension Ecrite: 232 
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Sectional Breakdown: 

● The detailed report provides a breakdown of your performance in each 
section, highlighting strengths and weaknesses. 

● Pay attention to specific feedback, if provided, by assessors or 
automated systems. This feedback can offer valuable insights for 
improvement. 

Comparison with CEFR: The results often include a reference to the 
Common European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR), 
allowing you to gauge your proficiency level in comparison to a widely 
recognized language proficiency standard. 

Immigration and Citizenship Applications: Understand the minimum 
language proficiency requirements for your specific immigration or 
citizenship application. The TEF Canada results play a crucial role in these 
processes. 

Continuous Improvement: Treat your TEF Canada results as a roadmap 
for continuous improvement. Identify areas where you excelled and areas 
that need refinement. Tailor your language learning journey based on this 
feedback. VesalBookshop.com
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Expression Orale Format 

 

The oral expression test involves a face-to-face discussion with an 
examiner, divided into two sections: section A (5 minutes) and section B 
(10 minutes). 

In each section, you'll engage in a role play on a designated topic, possibly 
related to an advertisement, a newspaper ad, or a job offer. 

For section A, curiosity is key. Your goal is to gather as much information 
as possible about an advertisement or activity you'll be discussing. To 
achieve this, ask your examiner questions or rephrase their answers to 
extract more details. 

Instructions: Imagine you've read an ad for XXXXXXXX and you're 
intrigued. You call for more information. 

● Pose about ten questions. 
● Your examiner plays the role of your conversation partner. 

Moving on to section B, your aim is to be persuasive. Convince your 
conversation partner to participate in an activity based on an ad you've 
read. Express your opinion and use examples to illustrate your points. 

Instructions: Imagine you've read an ad for XXXXXXXXX. Share the details 
with a friend. 

● Try to persuade them to XXXXXXXXX. 
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● Your examiner takes on the role of your friend. 
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How To Improve Oral Expression Skills 

 

The oral expression test involves a dialogue with your examiner, which 
might be intimidating initially. Let's delve deeper into some tips to enhance 
your oral expression skills: 

1. Practice speaking, especially if you're not entirely comfortable: 
Dedicate time to regular speaking practice, particularly if speaking in 
French feels challenging. Create scenarios at home where you simulate 
conversations with the examiner. This can involve discussing various 
topics, answering hypothetical questions, or even engaging in role-playing 
exercises. The goal is to build confidence in expressing yourself verbally 
and to familiarize yourself with the flow of conversation. 

2. Time yourself during practice to find the right rhythm for the test 
day: 
Time management is crucial during the oral expression test. While 
practicing, use a timer to simulate the time constraints of each section. This 
not only helps you gauge how much you can cover within the allotted time 
but also trains you to pace yourself effectively. Strive for a balance between 
thorough responses and staying within the time limits. Practicing with a 
timer ensures that you develop a natural sense of timing, enhancing your 
performance on the actual test day. 
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3. Immerse yourself in the French language through radio, films, and 
series: 
Enhance your language skills by immersing yourself in authentic French 
content. Regularly listen to French radio stations, watch films, and follow 
French series. This exposure not only improves your comprehension but 
also familiarizes you with various accents, colloquial expressions, and 
diverse vocabulary. It's a dynamic way to absorb the language, making your 
responses during the oral expression test more natural and culturally 
attuned. 

4. Familiarize yourself with the test format by checking out the 
tutorial, preparation video, and sample subjects for the oral 
expression test: 
Take advantage of available resources to understand the test format 
thoroughly. Start with the tutorial provided, which guides you through the 
structure and expectations of the oral expression test. Watch the 
preparation video for valuable insights and tips from experts. Additionally, 
review sample subjects to get a feel for the types of topics you might 
encounter. Familiarizing yourself with these resources ensures that you 
enter the test day well-prepared, with a clear understanding of what to 
expect. 

By integrating these comprehensive practices into your preparation 
routine, you'll not only refine your language skills but also develop the 
confidence and readiness needed to excel on your exam day. Remember, 
consistent and diverse practice is the key to success in language proficiency 
assessments. 
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Oral Expression Tips 

 

1. Diversify your vocabulary while maintaining an appropriate tone: 
It's crucial to showcase a rich and varied vocabulary during the oral 
expression test. Avoid repetition and explore different ways to express 
your thoughts. This not only demonstrates your command over the 
language but also adds a layer of sophistication to your communication. 
However, strike a balance and ensure that your tone remains appropriate 
for the context. Aim for clarity and precision in your language choices. 

2. In section B, assume your interviewer is unfamiliar with the topic 
you're presenting: 
Section B requires you to be persuasive and present an activity to your 
interlocutor. To excel in this, put yourself in the shoes of your interviewer 
and imagine they have limited knowledge about the topic. This approach 
encourages you to provide clear explanations, define terms, and offer 
sufficient context. By assuming a level of unfamiliarity, you ensure that 
your presentation is accessible and engaging for someone who might not 
be well-versed in the subject. 
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3. Your interlocutor won't agree with you for this exercise. Stay 
focused! 
Understand that the exercise is designed for your interlocutor to challenge 
your viewpoints. It's not about finding common ground but rather 
showcasing your ability to articulate and defend your stance. Stay focused 
on presenting your arguments logically and convincingly. Embrace the 
challenge and use it as an opportunity to demonstrate your communication 
skills under differing perspectives. This not only highlights your ability to 
handle objections but also adds depth to your overall performance. 

4. Be yourself, just like you would in your everyday life: 
Authenticity is key. While it's essential to adhere to the format and 
expectations of the test, don't lose sight of your natural communication 
style. Be genuine, express yourself in a way that feels comfortable, and 
maintain your authenticity throughout the test. This not only creates a 
more engaging and relatable interaction but also allows your true language 
proficiency to shine. Don't feel pressured to adopt a persona – let your own 
voice and personality come through in your responses. 
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Section A: Get information 

 
This section requires candidates to ask questions to get more information. 
You need to interact with the examiner and ask 10 questions to find out 
more about: 

● A job 
● A product 
● A service 
● An activity 

Purpose: Gather information 
Situation: Formal 
Preparation: 1 minute 
Interaction with the examiner: 5 minutes 

For this test, it's crucial to grasp three key aspects: 
1. Diversifying your questioning techniques is essential.  
2. Familiarizing yourself with the vocabulary specific to each 

topic is important.  
3. Ensuring that the simulation flows smoothly and makes logical 

sense is imperative.  

The instructions will be like the following: 

‘’ Vous avez vu cette annonce dans un journal et vous êtes intéressé(e), 
vous téléphonez à la personne pour obtenir plus d’informations. Préparez 
une dizaine de questions. 
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Votre examinateur joue le rôle de la personne qui a passé l’annonce. ‘’ 

Essentially, the instructions will resemble the following scenario: 

● You come across an advertisement in a newspaper and you're 
interested. 

● You decide to call the person to gather more information. 
● Prepare about ten questions. 

Your examiner will assume the role of the person who placed the 
advertisement. In the initial section of the book, you'll encounter example 
sentences that you must incorporate regardless of the topic. Later on, we'll 
provide you with topics commonly seen in the exam, along with 
corresponding example sentences.  
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